
the i m p o r t a n c e  of C OD E S A  and w e l c o m e  this C o n v e n ti on , we believe 

that the n e g o t i a t i o n  process must be c o m p l e t e d  w it h i n  a period 

of e i g h t e e n  to t w e n t y - f o u r  months, and that the agreed new 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  must  be i m p l e m en t ed  t we l v e  m o n t h s  t her ea fte r. To 

this end r e g i s t r a t i o n  of all vo t er s must be c o m p l e t e d  by the 

end of 1993, and we belie ve  that the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of d ec is i o n s  

t ak en by C O D E S A  must be r e f er re d to P a r l i a m e n t .

We st ate  e m p h a t i c a l y  that all d e c i s i o n s  of CO DE S A  must be 

i m p l e m e n t e d  by all par ti ci pa nt s.  To this the Labour Party c o mm it s 

it s el f .

W h i l e  C O D E S A  is the most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  body So ut h A fr i c a  has 

ever had and w h e r e a s  the So ut h A f r i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  

only 5% of the S o ut h A f r i c a n  c o m mu ni ty , we ca n n o t  a l l o w  the 

d e c i s i o n s  of C O D E S A  to be vetoed by the Go v e r n m e n t .

The fu tu r e  r e q u i r e s  us to be c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  c o n c i l i a t o r y  and 

co u r a g e o u s ,  but th ere must be a fi rm  c o m m i t m e n t  to one nat io n 

and one S ou th  A f r i c a  and on behalf of the La bo ur  Party of So ut h 

Africa, may the peace that pa ss es  all u n d e r s t a n d i n g  be a real 

e x p e r i e n c e  to you all this Ch ri stm as.

I t ha n k you.

/ G E O R G E
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M R G SEWPERSHAD 

NATAL AND TRANSVAAL INDIAN CONGRESS

The H o n o u r a b l e  C hi ef  J u s t i c e , R e l i g i o u s  Leaders, the C h a i r 

persons, the d i s t i n g u i s h e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the Un ite d Nations, 

the O r g a n i s a t i o n  of A f r i c a n  Unity, the N o n - A l i g n e d  Mo vem en t, 

the C o m m o n w e a l t h ,  the E u r o p e a n  Com mu ni ty , me m b e r s  of the D i p l o 

ma tic Corps, and f e l l o w  South Africans.

As we c o m m e n c e  the first m e e t i n g  of the C o n v e n t i o n  for a 

D e m o c r a t i c  So uth  Afric a,  we are all no doubt ac ut e ly  a wa re  of 

our h i s t o r i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  We are also a war e that the p ro ces s 

we la u nc h today is p r e g n a n t  wit h p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for a d e m o c r a t i c  

future for all S o ut h Af ric an s. The Natal and T r a n s v a a l  In d i a n  

C o n g r e s s  are very c o n s c i o u s  of the e x p e c t a t i o n s  of m i l l i o n s  of 

our pe ople and the w o rl d at large. Our pe ople await a c o n s t r u c 

tive and swift outco me;  an o u t c o m e  that is e m p h a t i c a l l y  

d e m o c r a t i c  and m e a s u r a b l e  in: " g e n ui ne  and l as tin g peace in our 

country; p o l i t i c a l  e m p o w e r m e n t  t h ro ug h an equal vote on a 

co m m o n  vo te rs  roll for every pe rso n over the age of 18; a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  in the living and w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

of the m a j o r i t y  that lives in ab je ct  poverty; the total r e mo v al  

of all a s pe ct s of a p a r t h e i d  - po li ti cal , e c o n o m i c  and social; 

and e c o n om ic  e m p o w e r m e n t  t hr ou gh  v a r i o u s  forms of a f f i r m a t i v e  

a c t i o n  in order to co r r e c t  deca des  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and 

i n e q u a l i t y

The South A f r i c a n  t ra ge dy  has gone on long enough. Too many 

c o m m u n i t i e s  have been u p r o o t e d  and d e s t r o y e d  by a p a r t h e i d  laws.



G e n e r a t i o n s  of our c h i l d r e n  have had th ei r fu tu re s d i s t o r t e d  

by a p a r t h e i d  ed uc at io n.  Many g e n e r a t i o n s  of Indian, C o l o u r e d  

and A f r i c a n  b u s i n e s s m e n  have had their e ff or ts  sti fle d for 

decades. To day  m i l l i o n s  of c ap ab le  ad u l t s  spend much of their 

lives w i t h o u t  w o r k  and w it ho ut  a c h a n c e  to work. T h o u s a n d s  of 

p e n s i o n e r s  s ub si s t on me a g r e  and d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  pensions.

H i s t o r y  and our peo pl e ch ar ge  us wi t h a cl ea r mission: Rid us 

of a p a r th ei d,  its i n h u m a n i t y  and suf fe ri ng , put in its pl ace 

a d e m o c ra ti c,  n o n - r ac i al , n o n - s e x i s t  and u ni t e d  S o ut h Africa. 

We c an n o t  fail th e m - least of all delay this p r oc es s  one day 

lon ge r than n ec es sar y.

We in the Na tal  and T r a n s v a a l  I n d i a n  C o n g r e s s e s ,  come to C O D E S A  

w i t h  a proud r ec o r d  of r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m  and i n h u m a n  

laws, and we have s tr u g g l e d  for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a n o n - r a c i a l  

d e m o c r a c y  in our country. Since M a h a t m a  G an d h i  f ou nd ed  the N a t al  

I n d i a n  C o n g r e s s  in 1894, we have o p p o s e d  G o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t s  

to c r e a t e  d i v i s i o n  and al ie na ti on . In a l l i a n c e  w i t h  the A f r i c a n  

N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  we have t a ke n  p o s i t i v e  st eps to build un it y 

and h a r m o n y  am ong  all So uth  Af ric an s.  To this end we have been 

i n v o l v e d  in the s t r u g g l e  led by M a h a t m a  Ga nd hi  fro m 1906 to 1914; 

o p p o s e d  land d e p r i v a t i o n  and the r ac i a l  v o t e r s  roll in the 1946 

P a s s i v e  R e s i s t a n c e  Cam pai gn ; laid the ba sis of un ity b e t w e e n  

In di an  and A f r i c a n  pe opl e in the D a d o o - X u m a r - N a i c k e r  Pact of 

1947; p a r t i c i p a t e d  in d e v e l o p i n g  a new vi s i o n  for S ou th  A f r i c a  

e n s h r i n e d  in the F r e e d o m  C h a rt er  a d o p t e d  at the C o n g r e s s  of 

the Pe o p l e  in 1955; c o n t i n u e d  this t r a d i t i o n  of n o n - r a c i a l  u ni ty



in l a u n c h i n g  the Un it e d  D e m o c r a t i c  Front in 1983 and opposed 

G o v e r n m e n t  a t t e m p t s  to co- opt  the In d i a n  c o m m u n i t y  into the 

N a t i o n a l i s t  ranks to the rac ist  LAC, SAIC  and the T r i c a m e r a l  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and c o r r e c t l y  p r e d i c t e d  that the e x c l u s i o n  of 

A f r i c a n  people in any co ns t i t u t i o n ,  would be a rec ip e for vi ol e n c e  

and d i s a s t e r  .

As a pione er  of the l i b e r a t i o n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  in S ou th Africa, we 

enter CO DE S A  wit h d e d i c a t i o n  and c o m m i t m e n t  for w hi ch our m e m b e r s  

for al m o s t  a c e n t u r y  paid a high pr ice in prisons, b a n i s h m e n t  

and bannings. T od ay the G a n d h i a n  d em a n d  for a n o n - r a c i a l  co mm o n  

v ote rs roll, finds r e s o n a n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u th  Africa. Hi s t o r y  

will and must rec or d that it was the s t r u g g l e  of all the pe opl e 

of S ou th Af ri ca  over the many d e c a d e s  that has f a c i l i t a t e d  our 

co m i n g  t o g et he r  at this Co n v e n t i o n .  Over the next two days it 

is we believe, our task  to take the f i rst  steps to i r r e v e r s i b i l i t y  

in the n e g o t i a t i o n  process. It is our vie w that this point has 

yet to be reached.

T h e re  is w i d e s p r e a d  m i s t r u s t  today b e c a u s e  of a p e r c e p t i o n  that 

the State r e ne ge d on the P r e t o r i a  and G r o o t e  Sch uu r Minut es .

T h er e is equal c o n c e r n  over the s u c c e s s i o n  of d i s c l o s u r e s  about 

s ecr et G o v e r n m e n t  fu n d i n g  of o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and the u n d e r m i n i n g  

of the g en ui ne  d e m o c r a t i c  p ro ces s in S o u th  Africa. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  

the past e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  have r e i n f o r c e d  the p e r c e p t i o n  by the 

m a j o r i t y  of pe opl e of S ou th  Africa, that th ose in G o v e r n m e n t  

w h ile  c o m m a n d i n g  both power and le gal capacit y,  do not have the 

will to cr e at e the c l i m a t e  for free p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv it y in South



Africa. In p a r t i c u l a r  the people of S out h A f r i c a  await an e x p l a 

nat i on  for the G o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e f u s a l  to r el ea se  all r e m a i n i n g  

p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s  like Ro b er t M c B r i d e  and others;. the large 

nu mbe r of So uth  A f r i c a n s  still r e m a i n i n g  in exile; the c o n t i n u a 

tion of the G o v e r n m e n t ' s  cov er t op e ra ti on s,  s t r u c t u r e s  and funding, 

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a s s u r a n c e s  to the c o n t r a r y  ; the a p p a r e n t  r e fu sa l 

of the State to rid us of the s c ou rge  of violence; and the G o v e r n 

me n t ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  to an e le ct e d C o n s t i t u e n t  As sembly.

T h er e is no doubt in the mi nds of S o ut h A f r i c a n s  that this G o v e r n 

ment ca nn o t  lead us to a d e m o c r a t i c  fu tu re  and un til a g o v e r n m e n t  

of n a t i o n a l  unity is put in place, the r a v a g e s  of a p a r t h e i d  will  

c on ti nu e.  This G o v e r n m e n t  has been g i v en  an a d e q u a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

to d e m o n s t r a t e  its o f te n st ate d c o m m i t m e n t  to chan ge . L it t l e  

has been done to f u n d a m e n t a l l y  re me d y  the s it uat io n. Only a 

s o v e r e i g n  i n t e r i m  g o v e r n m e n t  f o l l o w e d  by the e l e c t i o n  of a 

d e m o c r a t i c  C o n s t i t u e n t  A s s e m b l y  tha t of f er s a p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

a new era of peace and a m e a n i n g f u l  i m p r o v e m e n t  in the m a t e r i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  of the m i l l i o n s  of i m p o v e r i s h e d  peo pl e in our country. 

This is the only a s s u r a n c e  that the c o n s t i t u t i o n - m a k i n g  p ro ces s 

it sel f will be d e m o c r a t i c ,  and enjoy p op ul ar  leg it i ma cy .

The pe o pl e  of S o u t h  A f r i c a  have been e x c l u d e d  from  the c o n s t i t u 

ti on al  pr oc es s for many c e n tu ri es . C O D E S A  has a vi ta l r e s p o n s i 

bility to now c r e a t e  the c o n d i t i o n s  for the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 

all So uth  A f r i c a n s  in the c o n s t i t u t i o n - m a k i n g  pr oce ss . A c c o r 

dingly a d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l ec te d C o n s t i t u e n t  A s s e m b l y  must draft 

the new d e m o c r a t i c  C o n s t i t u t i o n  for S ou th  Africa.



Our mi s s i o n  for a d e m o c r a t i c  South A f r i c a  is u n d e r p i n n e d  by these 

f u n d a m e n t a l  con ce r ns . The pe op le mus t govern. We must not be 

judged by h is to ry of ha vin g d e p r i v e d  our people of this u n i v e r 

sally a c c e p t e d  right. Our people have st r i v e n  f°r an u n d i v i d e d  

So ut h Africa. F r a g m e n t a t i o n  of our land in any form or 

guise will  be a t r a v e s t y  of justice. The fu t ur e eco n om y must 

o v e r c o m e  the c ha sm  we see t od ay  b e t w e e n  the r i c h  and the many 

poor .

The un emp loy ed , the hom el ess , lan dle ss , must have their needs 

a d d r e s s e d  with success.

We t h e r e f o r e  s u b s c r i b e  to the f o l l o w i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  

on w hi ch  the new C o n s t i t u t i o n  will be founded: An undiv id ed,  

de m oc ra ti c,  n o n - r a c i a l  and n o n - s e x i s t  State; a m u l t i - p a r t y  

demo cr acy ; an e l e c t o r a l  sy st e m  based on p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n 

tation; u n i v e r s a l l y  a c c ep te d h u m a n  rights, f r e e d o m s  and c iv il  

l i b e r t i e s  p r o t e c t e d  u nde r a Bill of Rights; e q u a l i t y  of all 

be fo re  the law; an i n d e p e n d e n t  n o n - r a c i a l  j ud ic iar y.

The Natal and T r a n s v a a l  In di an  C o n g r e s s e s  r e c o g n i s e  the c u l t u r a l  

d i v e r s i t i e s  of S o ut h Afr ic ans . We b e l i e v e  that this d i ve r s i t y  

e n r i c h e s  the c ul t u r e  of our entire nation. We have an u n s h a k e a b l e  

belief in the i n a l i e n a b l e  right of all the pe o pl e of our country to 

freely e xp re s s and p r a c ti se  their beliefs, r e li gio ns , tra di t io ns , 

l a n g u a g e s  and cul tu r es . T he se  i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  rig hts  

should be g u a r a n t e e d  t h r o u g h  an e n f o r c e a b l e  Bill of Rights. 

At the same time we are a cu t el y a w ar e that the a p a r t h e i d  G o v e r n -



me nt h i s t o r i c a l l y  m a n i p u l a t e d  this et hni c and c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y  

for na r r o w  p o l i t i c a l  ends. As a re sul t the v a ri ou s c u l t u r e s  

of our people have ei t he r been stifl ed or pe rve rt e d to suit 

the po li ti ca l i n t e r e s t s  of the rul in g mi nority.

Over the years I nd i a n  South A fr i c a n s  in pa r t i c u l a r  have suffer ed  

as vi ct ims  of et hn ic  m a n i p u l a t i o n ,  r e s u l t i n g  in tr a gi c i n c i d e n t s  

such as the 1949 r io ts  and the 1985 In an da  vio le nce .

W h il e the policy of A p a r t h e i d  and eth ni c c o - o p t i o n  was d e s ig ne d 

to di vid e the B l a c k  communities on r ac i a l  and ethnic lines, we 

in the C o n g r e s s  m o v e m e n t  have s uc ce e d e d  in b u i l d i n g  a st r on g 

n o n - r a c i a l  and m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  unity. H i s t o r i c a l l y  we have 

r e j e c t e d  on p r i n c i p l e  the be lief that et hni c ra ci a l m i n o r i t i e s  

should be given s p e c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  pri vi l eg es . 

This  wo ul d be i n c o n s i s t e n t  with our basic c o m m i t m e n t  to ac h i e v e  

e q u a l i t y  for all c it iz en s.

It is this that e x p l a i n s  our p r i n c i p l e d  o p p o s i t i o n  to the A s i a t i c  

Land T en u r e  and I n d i a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  Act of 1946, and the 1983 

N a t i on al  Party C o n s t i t u t i o n  wo uld put into place the e t h n i c a l l y  

s t r u c t u r e d  T r i c a m e r a l  P a r l i a m e n t .  The lo gi ca l  op t i o n  for the 

p ro p o n e n t  of m i n o r i t y  p o l i t i c a l  r ig h t s  w o u ld  be the c r e a t i o n  

of fragme nte d,  p r o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  et hn ic  states as op p o s e d  to 

a n o n - r a c i a l  and un i te d  So uth Africa. In the final a n a l y s i s  

m i n o r i t y  fears wi ll  only d i s a p p e a r  once a truly n on -r ac i al , m u l t i 

c u l t u r a l  and d e m o c r a t i c  state is born. This will mean  an end 

to the c u l t u r e  of d i s t r u s t  and str if e born of the s t a t u t o r y  

p r o t e c t i o n  of W h it e m i n o r i t y  rights, at the e xp en s e of the basic



ri ght s of the ma jority.

Our c o un tr y is on the th re sh ol d of a new era. C OD E S A  r ep r e s e n t s  

the hope and a s p i r a t i o n s  of our pe o pl e to fi na l ly  r es tor e their 

d i gn it y and humani ty.  Our people are tired of violence, d i v is io n 

and mis tru st . The p ol it ic al  for ce s r e p r e s e n t e d  here have the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to build trust and c r ea t e  a p ro ces s which can 

c a t e g o r i c a l l y  leave our g r u e so me  past behind.

We in the Natal I n d i a n  C o n g r e s s  and T r a n s v a a l  I nd i a n  C o n g re ss  

co m mi t o u r s e l v e s  to this pr oc ess  in the hope that we can 

c o l l e c t i v e l y  lay the f o u n d a t i o n s  for a n o n - r a c i a l ,  n o n-s exi st , 

u n d i v i d e d  d e m o c r a t i c  S out h Africa.

T h a n k  you.

/DR DAWIE
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DR D J DE VILLIERS 

NASIONALE PARTY

Mnr die Voors itt er,  va nda g het die o e n s k y n l i k  onm oo nt l ik e,  moont- 

lik geword, het die eens o n d e n k b a r e  i n de rd aa d w e r k l i k h e i d  geword. 

Twee jaar gelede het n ie man d kon dr oo m dat die leiers van stry- 

dende en selfs v e g t e n d e  partye in Su id -A f r i k a ,  me kaa r die hand 

oor die diep v e r d e l i n g s  in ons land, sou reik om hulle saam te 

v e rb in d ora 'n v o l w a a r d i g e  d e m o k r a s i e  op v r e e d s a m e  wys e tot stand 

te bring nie. Dit is "n wonder, 'n w o n d e r  w a a r v o o r  ons God moet 

dank. Die won de r is dat vir die ee rs te  keer in die g e s k i e d e n i s  

van S u i d - A f r i k a  daar ft g e l e e n t h e i d  is wat die leiers van al Su id- 

Af r i k a  se mense saam kan  b e r a a d s l a a g  oor die toekoms. Vir die 

ee rs te keer kan h i e r d i e  leiers saam die v e r a n t w o o r d e l i k h e i d  aan- 

vaar om S u i d - A f r i k a  se voile en o p w i n d e n d e  po te n s i a a l  te ont slu it . 

Dit skep vir ons groot ge le en th ed e.

Ten eerste, die g e l e e n t h e i d  vir v r e e d s a m e  g r o n d w e t l i k e  v e r a n d e -  

ringe. Die sl eu t e l s  vir die t o e k o m s  van S u i d - A f r i k a  is m e n s l i k  

ges p ro ke  in ons hande. Dit is binne ons ve rmoe om a n d e r s  as 

in baie an der lande, s t a a t k u n d i g e  v e r a n d e r i n g e  v r e e d s a a m  deur 

te voer sonder die t r a g e d i e  en v e r w o e s t i n g  van re vo lu sie . V r e e d 

same o pl o s s i n g s  vir ons pr o bl em e is binne ons bereik.

Daar is twe ed en s die g e l e e n t h e i d  om nou 'n v o l w a a r d i g e  d e m o k r a s i e  

in S u i d - A f r i k a  tot stand te bring.

D e m o c r a c y  is, howev er,  a fr ag il e i n st i tu ti on . In the name of 

d e mo c r a c y  the true p r i n c i p l e s  of d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  have

/ fr e q u e n t l y  . . .



f re q u e n t l y  been violated, and re c en t hi st or y is r ep le te  with 

ex amples. The N a t i o n a l  Party has, the re fo re , c o m m i t t e d  itself 

to vo tin g rig ht s for all but with  e f f e c t i v e  ch ec ks  and ba l an ce s 

whi ch  wil l p r ev en t the abuse of power, w h i ch  i n e v i t a b l y  r es ul t s 

in d o m i n a t i o n  and op pre ss ion .

A true and s u s t a i n a b l e  de mo c r a c y  is based on m a j o r i t y  rule but 

in plural s o c i e t i e s  that rule is al wa ys  c o n d i t i o n a l  on the fair 

t r e a t m e n t  of, and m e a n i n g f u l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by, m i no ri ti es . This  

p r i n c i p l e  should be e m b o di ed  in our c o n s t i t u t i o n .

T h r o u g h o u t  the world, the fear of d o m i n a t i o n  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n  

rule has b e d e v i l l e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in plu r al  so c iet ies . In a 

m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  s o ci et y it is e s s e n t i a l  that the sy s t e m  of g o v e r n 

ment sho ul d i n s p i r e  the people w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  and allay their 

fears and u n c e r t a i n t i e s  about the future. It sho uld  be our 

o b j e c t i v e  to build c o - o p e r a t i o n  and a sp iri t of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  

into our C o n s t i t u t i o n .

In a c ou nt r y w i t h  d i v e r s i t i e s  such as ours, the c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

of power in an a l l - p o w e r f u l  ce n t r a l  g ov er nm en t,  si mpl y co uld 

not serve the best i n t e r e s t s  of our people.

The N a t i o n a l  Pa rt y s t r o n g l y  feels that g o v e r n m e n t  should be close 

to the peo pl e - that the i n t e r a c t i o n  of the peo ple  at local and 

r e g i o n a l  level wi th  those who have been given a u t h o r i t y  to govern, 

should be as cl ose  and di rec t as possible.
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The N a t i o n a l  Party, ther efo re , feels s t r o ng ly  that there should 

be three tiers of g ov er nm en t,  local, r e g i o n a l  and national, with 

the powers and f u n c t i o n s  of each being e n t r e n c h e d  in the C o n s t i t u 

tion.

This fu n d a m e n t a l  v i e w p o i n t  also u n d e r l i e s  our u n d e r s t a n d i n g  for 

and sy m pa t hy  with the uni qu e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o s it io n of the King 

of the Zulu nation. We trust that an a c c e p t a b l e  so lu t i o n  can 

be found soon, to en ab le  him as well as other t r a d i t i o n a l  leade rs  

wi t h sp ec ia l status to become in vo lv ed  in the n e g o t i a t i o n  process. 

The N a t i o n a l  Party s u g g e s t s  that C O D E S A  and its M a n a g e m e n t  C o m 

m i t t e e  furth er c o n s i d e r  and i n v e s t i g a t e  such p o s s ib il it ie s.

Mr Ch air man , there was a time in the past w h e n  the N a t i on al  Party 

felt that the policy of s e p a r a t i o n  w ou ld  bring peace to the 

nation. That did not m a t e r i a l i s e .  The policy did not p ro duc e 

the a n t i c i p a t e d  peace, but g re ate r c o n f l i c t  and i n c r e a s i n g  i n j u s 

tice. It was not the i n t e n t i o n  to de p r i v e  other people of their 

ri g ht s and to c o n t r i b u t e  to their misery, but e v e n t u a l l y  it led 

to just that. I n s of ar  as that oc curred, we deeply reg re t it.

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  after p r o fo un d  and ho n es t s e l f - s e a r c h i n g  we have 

made f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a n g e s  to our policies, ba sin g them on pr e mi se s 

which, to the best of our c o n v i c t i o n s ,  are m o r a l l y  ju st if ia b le . 

We have c o m m i t t e d  o u r s e l v e s  to str ive  for a free and n o n - r a c i a l  

d e m o c r a c y  w it ho u t any form of d o m i n a ti o n.  To that we are 

c o m m i t t e d  and from that we shall not deviate. We do not intend 

to repeat the m i s t a k e s  of the past, but we also do not intend



to allow the pr ov en  m i s t a k e s  of those sy st em s or p o l i c y - g u i d e l i n e s  

w hi ch have failed else whe re , to be d u p l i c a t e d  here.

Thirdly, we have the o p p o r t u n i t y  to cr e at e the basis for e c o n om i c 

gro wt h and pro sp er it y.  We are all a wa re  that many have high 

e x p e c t a t i o n s  from the new So uth Africa. The u n e m p l o y e d  ex pec t 

that there will be e m p l o y m e n t  for them. T h o s e with  e m p l o y m e n t  

expect better r e m u n e r a t i o n  and fa ster pro mot i on s.  T h os e h i n d e r e d  

by b a c k lo gs  and poverty, expect swift relief. B u s i n e s s m e n  

pe n a l i s e d  by d i f f i c u l t  ec on o m i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  ex pec t to be able 

to expand their e n t e r p r i s e s  and to be able to e x pl o it  the a d v a n 

tages of gr o wt h  in S o ut h Af ri c a  as well  as new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

markets. All have gr eat ex pe c t a t i o n s .  If th es e g ro wi ng  e x p e c t a 

tions are not s a t i s f i e d  to a c e r t a i n  degree, the ri sk s of un res t 

and i n s t a b i l i t y  in our c o u n t r y  will be very high, i r r e s p e c t i v e  

of who g ov ern s the country.

The hard r ea l i t y  is that of all the p r a i s e w o r t h y  is su es  w hi ch  

we have w r i t t e n  int o the D e c l a r a t i o n  of Intent, of all th ose 

p r a i s e w o r t h y  issues, none will be r e a l i s e d  if the pr o ces s is 

not u n d e r p i n n e d  by so und e c o n o mi c g ro w t h  and pro sp e ri ty . The 

new i n v e s t m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  for e c o n o m i c  gr o wt h and j o b - c r e a t i o n , 

will not take place as long as ma t t e r s  such  as the p o s s i b i l i t y  

of n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n ,  i n c r e a s e d  tax ation, la bo ur  unrest, c o n s u m e r  

b o y co tt s and u n r e a l i s t i c  wage demands, c o n t i n u e  to u n d e r m i n e  

the c o n f i d e n c e  of b u s i n e s s  and o v e r se as  i n v e s t o r s  in S ou th Africa. 

W i t h o u t  b u s in es s c o n f i d e n c e  and i n v e s t m e n t  th ere will be no gr o wt h 

or j ob - cr ea ti on , and there will also not be the tax r e v e n u e s



n e c e s s a r y  to ad d r e s s  the eno rm ou s s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  ba ck log s and 

soci al  ne eds of our co un tr y eff ec tiv el y.

If we wish  to grow, we will have to c o m p e t e  with E as t e r n  Eu ro pe  

and other d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  in order to get a r e a s o n a b l e  share 

of the wo r l d ' s  a v a i l a b l e  in ve s t m e n t  capita l. This will r e qu ir e 

that we lower the rate of taxation, ens ur e  the s ta bi li ty of the 

w o r k f o r c e  and g u a r a n t e e  the r e p a t r i a t i o n  of capital, i n t e r e s t  

and div ide nd s. Un re st  and vi ol en ce  must also be brou ght  under 

c o n t r o l  and the saf ety  of our people and the p r o t e c t i o n  of their 

po ss es si on s,  must be a dd re s s e d  with  c o n v i c t i o n  by our c o l l e c t i v e  

l e ad er sh ip . In order to a ch ie ve  this aim, a w e l l - p r e p a r e d  d ef en ce  

fo rce and a hi ghl y p r o f e s s i o n a l  pol ice  force, are of the ut mos t 

i m p o r t an ce . The N a t i o n a l  Party is c o m m i t t e d  to this.

De s p i t e  the a d v e r s e  eff ect  w h i ch  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of fo rmer 

N a t i o n a l  Party p o l i t i c a l  po l ic ie s u n d o u b t e d l y  had on the economy, 

it is n e v e r t h e l e s s  very s i g n i f i c a n t  that the r e s o u r c e s  of this 

c o u n t r y  have a l re ady  been d e ve lo p ed  to such an extent, that South 

Af r ic a is today r e c o g n i s e d  as a m a j or  e c o n o m i c  force on our 

c o n t i n e n t  and even beyond. S e v e r a l  i n d i s p u t a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  

s u b s t a n t i a t e  this r e al it y and it is a fact that th ere are c o u n 

tries in Afr ic a with c o m p a r a b l e  re s our ces .

The s i n gu la r r e s i l i e n c e  and i n h e r e n t  s t r e n g t h  of our ec on o my  

was d r a m a t i c a l l y  i l l us tr at ed , inter alia, by its c a p a c it y to 

w i t h s t a n d  the effect of w i d e - r a n g i n g  s a n c t i o n s  applied over many 

years. Du ri ng  this time we not only s u r v iv ed  sa nctions, but
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r eg ul a r l y  r e g i s t e r e d  po si ti ve  real growth, alb eit  at a lower 

rate than would o t h e r w i s e  have been possible. At the same time 

we also em ba rke d on a major on -g o i n g  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of the economy. 

The re sult is that today our economy is poised for a r e s u m p t i o n  

of sound growth, w i t h  f u n d a m e n t a l  p a r a m e t e r s  well placed to 

suppo rt  the i m m i n e n t  upswing.

The a b o l i t i o n  of trade s an ct io ns  has bo os t ed  our export po te n t i a l  

e s p e c i a l l y  our a l r e a d y  s i g n i f i c a n t  trade with Africa. Our i n c r e a 

sing ac ce ss  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  m ar ke ts  wh ere  we have 

very high standing, will  furth er  s u pp or t hi gher and more s u s t a i 

nable e c o no mi c gr o w t h  than was p o s s i b l e  in re cen t years. The 

r em ov al  of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  and other i n h i b i t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  will 

make a further c o n t r i b u t i o n  in this regard.

It is Mr Ch ai rma n, a ga i n s t  this b a c k g r o u n d  that the N a t i o n a l  

Pa rty a g ai n c o m m i t s  its el f to p r o m o t i n g  an e c o n om ic  sy s t em  in 

which, inter alia:

* All people will be free to sell their labour and ma rk et  

their products;

* proper ty r ig h t s  will be a c c e s s i b l e  to all and will be 

pr o te c t e d  by a Bill of F u n d a m e n t a l  Rights;

* the m a i n t e n a n c e  of fiscal and m o n e t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  w h i c h  

will prot ec t and m a i n t a i n  the i n t e rn al  and e x t e r n a l  value 

of the Rand;
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# the r e s o u r c e s  of the State will be a v a i l a b l e  on an e qu it ab l e 

basis for the we l f a r e  of all, with a view to e l i m i n a t i n g  

the s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  bac kl og s w h i c h  p r ev ai l in our country, 

as rapi dly  as possible.

Mnr die Vo or si tt e r,  dit is nou ons g e l e e n t h e i d  en u i t d a g i n g  om 

'n nasie te bou; om bokant die v e r d e l i n g s  en b i t t e r h e i d  van die 

v e rl ed e uit te styg en me kaa r te vind in 'n nuwe trou en l o j a l i t e i t  

t e en oo r ons vad er la nd . Dit is nie m o o n t l i k  om oor n a s i e b o u  te 

praat sonder om 'n o p m e r k i n g  te maak oor d aa rd i e p ol it i e k e  groe- 

p e ri ng e wat b e s l u i t  het om van die K o n v e n s i e  weg te bly nie. 

S o la n k  hulle bu ite bly, is ons nasie nie v o l t a l l i g  nie, het Suid- 

A f ri k a  se k i n d e r s  nog nie almal met me k a a r  vr ede gem aa k en grond- 

w e t l i k  hu i s t o e  g e k o m  nie.

Ek rig my in b e s o n d e r  tot die lede van die K o n s e r w a t i e w e  Party 

en an der regse o r g a n i s a s i e s . K OD E S A  bied aan u 'n g e l e e n t h e i d  

om u o o r t u i g i n g s  en s t a n d p u n t e  hier te k o m  stel. In die Ve rk la-  

ring van V o o r n e m e  wat va nda g deur al die v e r t e e n w o o r d i g e r s  onder- 

t e ken  gaan word, word  s p e s i f i e k  da a r n a  ve r wy s en verbi nd  KO DE S A  

h o m :

"Om h u i d i g e  en t o e k o m s t i g e  d e e l n e m e r s  vrye g e l e e n t h e i d  te 

bied om enige v o o r st el  wat op d e m o k r a t i e s e  b e g i n s e l s  g eb as eer  

is, aan die K o n v e n s i e  voor te le."

Hoe jammer - hoe jammer sal dit nie we es  nie as d a ar di e partye 

wat da aro p a a n s p r a a k  maak dat hu lle ook me nse  v e r t e e n w o o r d i g  

wie se v o o r g e s l a g t e  groot o p o f f e r i n g s  in h i e r d i e  land gem aa k 

het, in ge br ek e bly om hulle saak te kom stel. Nie al le en  die



d e ba tt e nie maar ook die r e s u l t a t e  van ons b e r a a d s l a g i n g s  mag 

o n v o l l e d i g  wees sonder hulle bydraes. Die N a s i o n a l e  Party onder- 

neem  de r ha lw e om hom daa rv o or  te be ywe r om die be gi ns el  van self- 

b e s k i k k i n g  vir volke op die ag en da  van KO D E S A  te plaas.

Ek sluit af: Die t oe k o m s  van S u i d - A f r i k a  is in ’n b e s o n d e r e  sin 

in ons hande. Dit is 'n g e w e l d i g e  v e r a n t w o o r d e l i k h e i d , dit is 

binne ons vermoe om ware  v ry hei d en ’n s t a n d h o u d e n d e  d e m o k r a s i e  

in ons land te b e w e r k s t e l l i g .

If there is one motto, one a p p r o a c h  to life n ec es s a r y  now, then 

it is to put So uth A f r i c a  first. A p o w er fu l m es sa ge  co uld em erg e 

from  this C o n v e n t i o n  if all of us u n it e our fo rce s to truly seek 

to build a new n at i o n  in a sp iri t of g e nu in e r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and 

to l era nce . That is the e x c i t i n g  c h a l l e n g e  w h ic h stands be f or e 

us - the h i s t o r i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h i ch  we have but also the r e s p o n 

si bi lit y w h i ch  rests upon us.

May God give us strength, mercy and dire cti on .

I thank you.

/A R A J B AN SI



80

MR A RAJBANSI 
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Mr Ch air ma n,  our d i g n i t a r i e s  and fe l l o w  de le ga tes . I kn o w that 

the v a ri ou s p a r t i c i p a n t s  will show u n d e r s t a n d i n g  when I e xp res s 

a t r e m e n d o u s  m e a s u r e  of j u b i l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  at the p r e se nc e  

on this very, very s i g n i f i c a n t  day, of our d i g n i t a r y  from India.

I say this b e ca us e Mr Ch air man , on a very h i s t o r i c  o c c a s i o n  of 

this nature, we must not fo rge t those who made t r e m e n d o u s  s a c r i 

fices for a just order in this country. A m o n g s t  the many pe op le  

I want to salute M a h a t m a  Ga n d hi  b ec aus e we are r e m i n d e d  e s p e c i a l l y  

of the m o m e n t o u s  1914 G a n d h i / S m u t s  A g r ee me nt ; we are r e m i n d e d  

of his mes sa g es ; we are r e m i n d e d  of his a c t i o n s  and his s a c r i 

fices and today Mr Ch air man , we are se ei n g the fr u it s of the 

ef f o r t s  of M a h a t m a  G a n d h i ' s  stay in S o ut h Africa.

The N a t i o n a l  Peoples' Party is proud to be a s s o c i a t e d  wit h t his , 

the g r e a t e s t  event of p o l i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  in the h is to ry  of 

our be l ove d country. The journey to C O D E S A  has been a very p a i n 

ful one; a few years ago it wo ul d have been  i m p o s s i b l e  to a cc e p t  

that such an event was ever po ssi ble . T r e m e n d o u s  s a c r i f i c e s  

were  made and m u c h  can be said ab out the u n f o r t u n a t e  c h a p t e r  

in our c o u n t r y ' s  history.

Today Mr Ch air ma n,  the race for a t ru ly  d e m o c r a t i c  S ou th  A f r i c a  

has re a c h e d  the home straight; wh en  sworn en e m i e s  are w a l k i n g  

the last mile in a sp iri t of n a t i o n a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  to r e a ch  

the wi n n i n g  post of a tr uly n o n - r a c i a l  So uth  Africa, a S o ut h 

Af r i c a  free of a p a r t h e i d  and the s h a c k l e s  of the past, in a S o ut h
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A f ri c a  where there can be mut ua l c o - e x i s t e n c e  in our d i v e r g e n t  

s o c i e t i e s  similar to those of the So v ie t  Union.

This  is not the time to re f l e c t  on the past, a l t h o u g h  th ere can 

be full j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for being bitter. But we have seen in 

the past t w e n t y - f o u r  m on t h s  Mr Ch air m an , great s t a t e s m e n  of the 

ca l i b r e  of Ma h a t m a  Ga nd h i and the late Pa nd it  J a w a h a r l a l  Nehru, 

who i nd i c a t e d  for the sake of S o ut h Africa, that they are not 

bitter. And the future b ec kon s to all of us.

To da y we thank the A l m i g h t y  that C O D E S A  is a reality, for the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  to w i t n e s s  that 

this last part of the race  to a tr uly  n o n - r a c i a l  So uth  Africa, 

is ir re v e r s i b l e .  We also t han k the A l m i g h t y  for b l e s s i n g  us 

w i t h  n a t io na l le a d e r s  who have the m or al  c o u r a g e  and also the 

ch ar isma, to bec om e the force of reason, the force of r e c o n c i l i a 

tion, and the force of c o m p r o m i s e  and w i t h o u t  these three c h a r a c 

teri st ics , CO DE S A  will not be able to su cc ee d wi th  the i m p o r t a n t  

task  that is go ing to be e n t r u s t e d  to it.

For the past tw ent y days this b u i l d i n g  has seen the a p a r t h e i d  

So ut h Af r i c a  in the making; the b e g i n n i n g  of the end of an era, 

the d a wn in g of a new, br ig ht  period in our country. For exampl e,  

we see the po li t i c a l  head of the once much hated So uth  A f r i c a n  

D e f e n c e  Force, seated next to r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the So ut h A f r i c a n  

C o m m u n i s t  Party. Pe o p l e  who once c o ul d not be r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  

each other, talking, d i s c u s s i n g  and deciding, n e g o t i a t i n g  by 

c o m p r o m i s e  in a p r oc e ss  of give and take, so that in this



t o g e t h e r n e s s  CO D E S A  today Mr Ch airman, is being lau nched. I 

s u b s t a n t i a t e  this wit h the very s i g n i f i c a n t  u t t e r e n c e s  made by 

the head of our of fi ce  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Mr M u r p h y  Morobe, in the 

" B u s i n e s s  D a y” today:

"The n i g h t m a r i s h  task of c o - o r d i n a t i n g  o f f i c i a l s  from n i n e 

teen d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and w e l d i n g  th em  in to a 

c o h e r e n t  force, is a reality. The s uc c e s s  of this c o h e r e n t  

force is now an im po r t a n t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  on w hi ch  the s u cc es s 

of C OD E S A  must at all costs stand."

We also w i t n e s s  to day the b e g i n n i n g  of the f o r m a t i o n  of the 

pat t er n of a S ou th  A f r i c a n  carpet, w h i c h  p a t t e r n  wi ll  be the 

new or the p o s t - a p a r t h e i d  South A f r i c a  we are all e n d e a v o u r i n g  

to create.

Of course, today is also Mr Chairma n,  a day of regret. Our r e g r e t  

is that there are empty chairs. C O D E S A  is being b o y c o t t e d  and 

d e n i g r a t e d  as a se ll- ou t. South A fr i c a  is a cfluntry b o y c o t t e d  and 

people. It is our i m p o r t a n t  task to ac c e p t  this as a r e a l i t y  

and m ed ia te  so that the empty ch ai rs  can be filled w i t h  pe op le  

from the PAC, AZAPO, the AWB, the C o n s e r v a t i v e  P ar ty  and others. 

They should kno w that CO D E S A  ha sn' t a cl os ed  agenda. S e l f - d e t e r 

m i n a t i o n  can form part of a d i s c u s s i o n  as will  be the q u e s t i o n  

of an i n t e r i m  g o v e r n m e n t  and the f o r m a t i o n  of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of a C o n s t i t u e n t  Ass em b ly . In the " B u s i n e s s  Day" of ye st er day , 

Mr V l a d i m i r  I T i k h o m i r o v ,  a political scientist from the Soviet Union, 

w r i t e s  in an a r t i c l e  under the h e a d i n g  " So v ie t E x p e r i e n c e s  Hol d 

C r u c i a l  Le s s o n s  for C h a n g i n g  South Africa", that the S o v i e t  U n i o n



and So uth  Af r ic a are p ro ba bly  the only c o u n t r i e s  in the m od e r n  

w o rl d that have such c o m p l i c a t e d  n a t i o n a l  et h ni c s tru ct ure s. 

T h er e are st r ik in g s i m i l a r i t i e s  in both th ese  c o u nt ri es . The 

So v i e t  Union and S out h Af ri ca  are for me d from a large num be r 

of smaller n at io ns  - ethnic gr oup s - many of w h ic h have their 

own hi s t o r i c a l  areas. Th ere  exi st s a s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  can cr ea t e  

a very da n ge r o u s  p ot e n t i a l  to d e st ro y these c o u n tr ie s.  T h e r e f o r e  

the N a t i on al  Peoples' Pa rty  of So uth  A f r i c a  s u p p o r t s  g e n e r a l l y  

a feder al type of g o v e r n m e n t  with  st r on g  r e g i o n a l  d e v o l u t i o n  

of p o w e r .

Th er ef or e,  in lay ing  the first b ri c k s  for the new So uth  A f r i c a  

Mr Chairman, CO D E S A  must not be u n m i n d f u l  of the f ac to rs  that 

led to the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of the m i g h t y  So vi et  U ni on  and also 

what  has h a p pe ne d in c o u n t r i e s  like I n d i a  and Y u g o s l a v i a .  We 

are also much c o n s c i o u s  of the fact that we all want to avoid 

So ut h Af r i c a  being a n o t h e r  " k i l l i n g  field" for c o n f l i c t s  like 

RENAMO, UNITA, the K a l i s t a n i s *  in Punjab, or the T a mi l T i g e r s  

of Sri Lanka. T he re is also no time for p o i n t - s c o r i n g  ex er c is es . 

Many  i n d i v i d u a l s  Mr Ch air ma n, and o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  some in a very 

big way, some in a small way, have made C O D E S A  po ssi bl e. The 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  are also he r e 

to w i t n e s s  fi rs t h a n d  the be a r i n g  of the fru its  of th eir a c t i o n s  

and the stand they have t a ke n  to c a u s e  So ut h A f r i c a  to mov e 

s p e e di ly  on the path of d e m o c r a t i c  reform.

Mu c h has been said ab out e c on om y and change. C h a n g e  has a price. 

N a t i o n a l  p ol i t i c a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and na ti o n  b u i l d i n g  go side-

* Ty ped  p h o n e t i c a l l y



by-s ide  with  each other. We call upon e v e r y o n e  i n t e r n a l l y  and 

also in the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  com mun ity , to a ss i s t  in the b u i l d i n g  

of our economy, to im p r o v e  our gr ow th  and also to i m p r o v e  the 

fo r eig n co nf id en ce . C O D E S A ' s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  Mr Ch ai rm an , wi l l 

be m e a n i n g l e s s  if in the words  of M a h a t m a  Ga n d h i  the b e n e f i t s  

that are going to be d er iv ed  from our a c t i o n s  and a c t i v i ti es , 

do not yield in the d i r e c t i o n  of the l o n g - s u f f e r i n g  masses.

Being i n v ol ve d in the he art of CODESA, we say that C O D E S A  dare 

not fail, it wil l not fail beca use  the p a r t i c i p a n t s  of C O D E S A  

are w i ll in g to see that it succeeds.

R e f e r e n c e  to legal and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  is su e s must  not be m i s i n t e r 

preted as u n w i l l i n g n e s s  to find or point out the way. I want  

to say very c l e a r l y  and b lu ntl y that n ob o d y  here sh ou ld  be 

c o n c e r n e d  about the h a n d i n g  over or the ta ki n g  over of power. 

CO DE SA  has so far s h o w n  that the gi v er s and the ta ke rs  are 

bec o mi ng  part of the new order as M r M u r p h y  M o r o b e  has h i g h l i g h t e d  

in the " Bu si ne ss  Day" today.

The N a t i o n a l  Peoples' Party of S o uth  A f r i c a  d e d i c a t e s  i ts e l f  

to ensure that C O D E S A  m a r c h e s  forward. We c o n c u r  Mr C ha ir ma n,  

wit h the views e x p r e s s e d  today ab out m u t u a l  t ru st  and ha v i n g  

faith and c o n f i d e n c e  in each other. We have now c om e not only 

to the mo me nt  of truth, but to the mo me nt  of a se v e r e  test w h e r e  

patience, t o l e r a n c e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  will be n e c e s s a r y  if we 

have to succeed on the sac red  path we have chosen. This  is 

evid ent  and i m p o r t a n t  so that n ot hi ng  must be done to halt this



m o m e n t u m  wh ich  is tak ing  place in South A f r i c a  today. Our a c t i o n s  

must be such that s u c c e s s i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s  must  look back at 

CO D E S A  with pride. As the H o n o u r a b l e  C h a i r m a n  has stated this 

morning, today we must make a tryst with  d e s t i n y  and I am sure 

Dr Ma n d e l a  will a gr ee with me that this is a c o m m o n  phrase of 

the great Pa nd it  J a w a h a r l a l  Nehru.

In the p l a n n i n g  of a new So uth A f r i c a  a very high p r i o r i t y  mus t 

be a f f o r d e d  to the i m p r o v e m e n t  of the q u a l i t y  of life of all 

the p e o p l e s  in this country, and e s p e c i a l l y  y i e l d i n g  b e n e f i t s  

in the d i r e c t i o n  of the i m p o v e r i s h e d  masses. We also co nc ur  

wi t h the views e x p r e s s e d  today , that in o rde r to ac h i e v e  

s u cc es s we must r i s e  a b o v e  petty party p o li ti c s,  and I wa nt  to 

e m p h a s i s e  that we must do this not only in r he to ri c,  but also 

in reality.

On the 3rd N o v e m b e r  this year at the D u r b a n  Ci t y Hall, Dr N e l s o n  

M a n d e l a  made an i m p o r t a n t  pol icy  d e c i s i o n  w h i c h  a f f e c t s  the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  of si x t e e n  of the n i n e t e e n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  at CODESA.

I don't pr op o se  to go into the d e ta il s  of that but I n ot ed  that 

Dr M a n d e l a  was c o n s i s t e n t  on the 3rd N o v e m b e r  1991, as he was 

c o n s i s t e n t  on the same topic in 1958, but the s i g n i f i c a n c e  is 

that Dr M a n d e l a  m o d e l l e d  - and he st ate d so at the D u r b a n  City 

Hall - that he is s h ap in g this policy on w ha t Pa n d i t  N e hr u did in 

1948 wh e n faced wi t h a si mi la r s i t u a t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to gr eat 

people like S ha st ri  and Pa nd i t  Ka nst ru* .

We will put a case - and I say this w i t h o u t  any fear or a m b i g u i t y  - 

for m i n o r i ti es , and I want to warn or give friendly advice that collectively

/ m i n o r i t i e s . . .
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m i n o r i t i e s  can form a p o w er f ul  force as I n di a has sh own  it, 

the Soviet U n io n has sh own  it, and ot her c o u n t r i e s  have  shown 

it, that it can for m in S out h Af ri ca  such a p o w e r f u l  force that 

it can hold the b al an ce  of power to de c id e who is go ing to go v er n 

this cou nt r y in a new S o ut h Africa. And I want  to say Mr C h a i r 

man, we have great fa ith  in the fu tur e of this country .

Let me a d m o n i s h  that S o u th  Af r i c a  ca n no t be c o m p a r e d  wi t h c o u n 

tries like India, K e n y a  or Zi mba bwe . We are not n e g o t i a t i n g  at 

C O D E S A  w i t h  an a b s e n t e e  lan dl ord . We are n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  peo pl e 

who have a c h e q u e r e d  h i s t o r y  in this country, w h o s e  d e t e r 

m i n a t i o n  to be part of S o ut h A fr i c a  and A f r i c a  and w h os e d e t e r m i 

n a t i o n  to survi ve in S out h A fr i c a  or Africa, must  never be 

u n d e r e s t i m a t e d .

And fin all y Mr Ch ai rma n, I wa n t to quote one of the g r e a t e s t  

di s c i p l e s  of M a h a t m a  Gandhi, P a n d i t  N e h r u  who once said, and 

this st at e m e n t  is e v e r gr ee n,  it is r e l e v a n t  today:

"We end t od ay a p er i o d  of ill f o r t u n e  in the 

hi s t o r y  of our country. M o m e n t s  like this 

come very ra re l y  in h i s t o r y  w h e n  the soul 

of a n a t i o n  - long s u f f e r e r s  - find u t t e r a n c e . "

At C OD E S A  Mr C ha i rma n, the soul of the S ou t h A f r i c a n  n a t i o n  is 

fi n din g a so lem n pledge: We in C O D E S A  shall not fail. We in C O D E S A  

wi l l not fail and in the w o r d s  of many o r g a n i s a t i o n s  that were 

r e v e r b e r a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u th  Africa, t h r o u g h o u t  the f or ty years, 

we shall say: We shall ov erc ome .

Mr Ch airman, I wi sh  all f e l l o w  d e l e g a t e s  and e v e r y o n e  a m e rr y  

C h r i s t m a s  on beh al f of the N P P .

T h a n k  you.

/DR J N R E DD Y



DR J N REDDY 

SOLIDARITY PARTY

Mr Cha ir man , d e l e g a t e s  and d i s t i n g u i s h e d  d i g n i t a r i e s .  On this 

h i s t o r i c  day I stand bef or e you and the n a t i o n  in all humility, 

to a c k n o w l e d g e  the r e a l i s a t i o n  of the goal of my P a rt y and of 

my pe rso nal  vi s i o n  of the bi rth of a new n a t i o n  to be f o un de d 

on the p il lar s of e s t a b l i s h e d  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  that a c k n o w l e d g e  

the digni ty  of life and the ri gh ts  of i n d i v i d u a l s  to v a r i o u s  

freedoms, in their qu est for a be tt er  l i f e - s t y l e  and soc ia l 

justice.

A nu m be r of p o l i t i c a l  parti es  are a s s e m b l e d  here today under 

the ban ne r of the C o n v e n t i o n  for a D e m o c r a t i c  S o ut h Africa; 

p a rt ie s wh ic h have a d o p t e d  d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  p re vi ou sl y,  are 

now c o m m i t t e d  to the i n s t r u m e n t  of n e g o t i a t i o n  to a c h i e v e  c o m m o n  

goals. "This is no do ubt our finest ho ur. "

I wish  to pledge my c o m m i t m e n t  and that of S o l i d a r i t y  to the 

r e s o l u t i o n  of a p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  and the f o u n d i n g  of a 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  that en s u r e s  justice and peace, p r o g r e s s  and p r o s p e 

rity and ha rm on y and st ability, for this g e n e r a t i o n  and the 

g e n e r a t i o n s  to come. We owe it to all the pe o p l e  who over the 

years have st ru g g l e d  to e s t a b l i s h  an u n d i v i d e d  S o u t h  Af r i c a  and 

a g o v e r n m e n t  that en j oy s leg itimacy.

This day offers the g r e at es t p r o s p e c t s  for a c h i e v i n g  a n e g o t i a t e d  

s e t t l e m e n t  t h r o u g h  the vis io n and l e a d e r s h i p  of t h os e  a s s e m b l e d  

here b ec aus e of the g r o wi ng  a c c e p t a n c e  of the r e a l i t y  that there

/can



can be no lasti ng peace, and no s u s t a i n e d  e c o n o m i c  dev e lo pm en t,  

un l es s the G o v e r n m e n t  is based on the s u f f r a g e  and c on se nt  of 

the governed.

My Party submits for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and de ba te  a set of p r i n c i p l e s  

based on ac c ep te d va l u es  of a m u l t i - p a r t y  de mo c r a c y  for the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a new c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  or der  in S out h Africa.

The C o n s t i t u t i o n  shall be the sole c r i t e r i o n  for g o v e r n m e n t  

action; the p r o t e c t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  f r e e d o m  and h u ma n d i gn it y 

is the high est  p r i n c i p l e  of law and f u n d a m e n t a l  ri g ht s are g u a r a n 

teed in a ju s t i c i a b l e  Bill of Rights; the g u a r a n t e e  of p r o t e c t i o n  

is ensured t hr ou gh  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  court; 

the f un ct io ns  of the St ate are e x e r c i s e d  by s e p a r a t e  l eg i sl a t i v e ,  

ex e cu t i v e  and j u d ic ia l a u t h o r i t i e s  wi t h a p p r o p r i a t e  c he c k s  and 

balances; there shall be u n i v e r s a l  ad ul t f r a n c h i s e  based on 

p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e d  to meet the needs of our 

uni qu e situation, with p er i o d i c  e l e c t i o n s  in a m u l t i - p a r t y  system; 

a di rec tly  elected Pr es id e nt ; a m u l t i - p a r t y  c a b i n e t  based on 

p r o p o r t i o n a l i t y  to s y m b o l i s e  a g o v e r n m e n t  of n a t i o n a l  unity; 

a b i c a m e r a l  pa rl iam ent ; a d e c e n t r a l i s e d  r e g i o n a l / p r o v i n c i a l

sy s te m of g o v e r n m e n t  wi th  d e v o l v e d  po we rs  e n t r e n c h e d  in the 

C o n s t it ut io n;  a third tier of g o v e r n m e n t  wi t h pow ers  and f u n c 

tions r e l ev an t  to the needs of the lo cal  c o m m u n i t i e s .

M I N O R I T Y  I NC L US IO N

The basis for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a st ab le  d e m o c r a t i c  so c i e t y  

and a w e l l - f u n c t i o n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s ys t e m  is the r e c o g n i t i o n  of



the pl ura li ty  of So uth  A f r i c a n  society. S o l i d a r i t y  a d v o c a t e s  

that m i n o r i t i e s  shall be pro te c te d by the p r i n c i p l e  of i n c l u s i v i t y  

at all levels of gov er nm en t.

The ex is t e n c e  of m i n o r i t y  groups is a r e a l i t y  that ca nn ot  be 

igno red  in So ut h A f r i c a  and, the r ef or e,  has to be a c k n o w l e d g e d  

and r e c o g n i s e d  if we are to avoid t e n s i o n  and co nfl ic t.  T h er e  

is re ce nt  e v i d e n c e  that new m i n o r i t y  g r o u p i n g s  are a s s e r t i n g  

t h e m s e l v e s  more tha n ever before in many c o u n t r i e s  of the world. 

In South Africa, e t h n i c i t y  has been used as a d i v i s i v e  force 

le a din g to s u s p i c i o n  m i s t r u s t  and cy nic is m.  E t h n i c i t y  cr ea tes  

an id en ti ty  and a sense of be longing, and ou ght not to be r e g a r d e d  

as m i s c o n c e i v e d  or ir re le va n t.  In the v i r t u a l  a b s e n c e  of 

e x p e r i e n c e  in the p r a ct ic e of dem oc ra cy , t her e must be an a w a r e 

ness and a s e n s i t i v i t y  t ow ar ds  m i n o r i t y  gr oup s at least in the 

t r a n s i t i o n a l  phase. I g n o r i n g  it is wrong, c o n d e m n i n g  it a c c o m 

pl i she s nothing.

A t o pi c al  su bj ec t in the p re se nt  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d eb a t e  is the 

q u e s t i o n  of the ex t en t of p r o v i s i o n  for the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 

m i n o r i t y  gr oups in G o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p ro ces se s. The 

deb ate  in my view te nds  to be dis to rt ed , p a r t i a l  and e m o t i v e  

with  the i n t e n t i o n  of c r e a t i n g  the p e r c e p t i o n  that those who 

a c k n o w l e d g e  m i n o r i t i e s  are d i v i d i n g  society. Yet i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a g r e e m e n t s  c o n c l u d e d  by the Un it e d  N a t i o n s  since 1960 point 

to a new a p p r o a c h  that p r o vi de s m i n o r i t y  gro ups  wi t h c o n s t i 

tut i on al  p ro te ct io n . To a vo id m i s t r u s t  and sus pi ci on , any 

po l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  must a dd r e s s  the q u e s t i o n  of m i n o r i t i e s  in 

an open im pa r t i a l  and r e a s o n e d  m a n n e r .
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In f o r m u l a t i n g  its c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  S o l i d a r i t y  

has e n d e a v o u r e d  to ad d r e s s  the q u e s t i o n  of m i n o r i t i e s  wi t h i n  

the pa r a m e t e r s  of a d e m o c r a t i c  system. The o v e r w h e l m i n g  

m a j o r i t y  of p ar t ie s pro fe ss  to s u p p o r t  a fu tu re  G o v e r n m e n t  

in wh ich  no group do mi na te s.  The su re st  way to kill the 

idea of d em oc r a c y  in a pl ura l s oc ie t y is to a do pt  the sy s te m 

of "first past the post" or "winn er ta kes  all". In a 

h e t e r o g e n e o u s  s o ci et y the o b j e c t i v e  s h o u l d  be to a c h i e v e  m a x i m u m  

a g r e e m e n t  to e nh an ce  the l e g i t i m a c y  of d e c i si o ns .

The p r i n c i p l e s  of S o l i d a r i t y  have many  i n n o v a t i o n s  that o v e r 

come o b s t a c l e s  to d e m oc ra cy .  It is d e s i r a b l e  to have a 

s e p a r a t e l y  or d i r e c t l y  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  t h r o u g h  an el ec t o r a l  

sy s t e m  that p r o v i d e s  st r on g i n c e n t i v e s  for a c a n d i d a t e  to r eac h 

out to gr ou ps  other than his own or r i s k  lo s i n g  the el ec ti ons .

The c a n d i d a t e  will  r ef l e c t  the h e t e r o g e n e i t y  of So uth  A f r i c a ' s  

peo pl e and the of fic e of the P r e s i d e n t  w i l l  serve to r e i n f o r c e  

the p r i n c i p l e  of m e a n i n g f u l  m i n o r i t y  i n c l u s i o n  and thus s y m b o l 

ising the un it y of the nation. Th i s w o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  a p o s i t i v e  

e x p r e s s i o n  of an i n c l u s i v e  de mo cr acy .

T h ere  is need for a broad c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g  all p o l i t i c a l  p a rt ie s 

at this C o n v e n t i o n  that m i n o r i t i e s  need to be i n c l u d e d  in the 

d e c i s i o n  ma k in g s t r u c t u r e r s  of g o v e r n m e n t .  It must  be s t r e s s e d  

that i n d i v i d u a l s  should n ei th er  be o b l i g e d  to be l o n g  to m i n o r i t i e s  

nor should they be p r o h i b i t e d  from d oi ng  so. The pr o c e s s  of
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G o v e r n m e n t  must be d e s i g n e d  to i n c u l c a t e  a c om m o n  p a t r i o t i s m  

am on g all m e m b e r s  of the po pul at io n.

E c o n o m i c  growth and so c ia l justice: The mere d i s m a n t l i n g  of 

the a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m  is no a s s u r a n c e  that d e m o c r a c y  will endure 

in South Africa. A p o s t - a p a r t h e i d  G o v e r n m e n t  will be under 

i n c r e a s i n g  p r e ss ur e to me et  the ri s i ng  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of the 

u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  for i m p r o v e m e n t s  in t he ir  s t a n d a r d s  of liv ing  

and the q ua lit y of life. And ri g h t l y  so.

De m a n d s  will be pl ac ed  on housing, edu ca ti on , h e a l t h  care and 

e m p l o y m e n t  and can only be met by a m a r k e t  ba sed  sy st em  wi t h 

m i n i m u m  G o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  w h i c h  can p r o d u c e  both e c o n o m i c  

gro w th  and e c o n o m i c  equity. It is cr u c i a l  to d e v e l o p  c o n d i t i o n s  

c o n d u c i v e  to a t t r a c t i n g  o v e r s e a s  c a p i t a l  and e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p 

ment. Let us hope that the l i f t i n g  of s a n c t i o n s  by ne a rl y all 

the lea d in g c o u n t r i e s  p r o v i d e s  the i n c e n t i v e  for e c o n om ic  

re s t r u c t u r i n g .  S u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  r e q u i r e s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  

e xp or ts  and t a r g e t e d  i n c e n t i v e s  are the real key to e x p o r t - l e d  

g r o w t h .

La rg e c o r p o r a t i o n s  must  pr o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for e m e r g e n t  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  to e nte r into the m a n u f a c t u r i n g  se c to r in a 

c o m p l e m e n t a r y  m a n n e r  ra t he r than m o n o p o l i s i n g  the wh ole  range 

of act ivi ti es . S i m p l i s t i c  s o l u t i o n s  such as f or ci ng  big firms 

to break up w ou ld  only r em o v e  the s y m p t o m s  ra t h e r  than the 

cause . The need is for w e a l t h  c r e a t i o n  and not w ea l t h  

d e s t r u c t i o n .
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The small busine ss sector w hi ch is a m a jo r c o n t r i b u t o r  to job 

c r e a t i o n  must be e n c o u r a g e d  t h ro ug h i n c e n t i v e s  and r e c o g n i s e d  

in a r e s t r u c t u r e d  economy. H av i n g  r e g a r d  to the fact that 

small busin ess  p r o v id e s a larger p e r c e n t a g e  of the wor k 

o p p o r u n i t i e s  in both the Un i te d St a te s of A m e r i c a  and Japan, 

the small bus in es s se ctor should se rve as a c a t a l y s t  for the 

e c o n om ic  m o b i l i t y  of the d e v e l o p i n g  s e c t o r s  of our p op u la ti on .

A c o o p e r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  must be e n c o u r a g e d  b e t w e e n  lab our  

and ca p i t a l  and there is need to i n c u l c a t e  the n e c e s s i t y  of 

a p r o d u c t i v e  w o r k  et hic for South A f r i c a  to r e g a i n  a c o m p a r a t i v e  

a d v a n t a g e  in those i n d u s t r i e s  w h i c h  make use of i n t e n s i v e  

labour. The c o u nt ry  is wel l e nd ow ed  w i t h  m i n e r a l  re so ur ce s,  

has a high level of m a n a g em en t , civil and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  skills, 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  ba n k i n g  and f in a n c i a l  s y s t e m s  and is s u p p o r t e d  

by a well  d e v e l o p e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  S o u t h  A f r i c a  n ee ds to 

seek and foster cl o se r r e g io na l e c o n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n  in S o u t h e r n  

A f r i c a  as a g at ew ay  to Af r ic a and the rest of the w o rl d in the 

new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  order.

P o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m  in S ou th  Afr ica  w i t h o u t  e c o n o m i c  p r o s p e r i t y  

wi l l be an empty gesture. P r o s p e r i t y  and l i b e r t y  go hand in 

hand; w i t h o u t  e c o n o m i c  liberty, p r o s p e r i t y  can only be a vi s io n 

or a dream. E c o n o m i c  d e p r i v a t i o n  will  s u b s t i t u t e  for p o l i t i c a l  

p r o b l e m s  in e x a c e r b a t i n g  t e n si on s and c o n f l i c t .  A f f i r m a t i v e  

a c t i o n  could run into fie rc e o p p o s i t i o n  in c o n d i t i o n s  of
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e c o n o m i c  hardship. The an swe r is to s t i m u l a t e  w e a l t h  c r e a t i o n  

and emp lo ym en t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Our p r i o r i t y  must be to create 

an e con omi c and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  W h i t e s  and Bla ck s 

for stability and p r o s p e r i t y  for all S o ut h A f r i c a n s  for now 

and for the future.

We are standi ng  on the t h r e s h o l d  of a new and a c h a l l e n g i n g  

future for the first time in the h i s t o r y  of our b el o v e d  country. 

We are mo v in g away from  a sy st em  of de ni al  to one of inc lusion, 

from o p p r e s s i o n  to ope nness, from a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  to d em oc rac y. 

We are tr e ad i n g  the path of the un k no wn .  No ne  of us can cl ai m 

to have a m e a n i n g f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  of d e m o c r a c y  or an a p p r e c i a t i o n  

for the dema nds  that a d e m o c r a t i c  v a lu e s y s t e m  pla ces  on our 

b e h a v i o u r  and conduct. We must  l ea ve  b e h i n d  the b a g g a g e  of the 

past, the hate, the fear, the s u s p i c i o n  and the b i t t e r n e s s  and 

to g et he r work  for the s uc ce ss  of a new  s y s t e m  that will  eme rge  

after the fulle st c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  c o m p r o m i s e  and c o n s en s us . 

C o n s e n s u s  r e p r e s e n t s  a n o n - z e r o  o u t c o m e  in w h i c h  all p ar ti es  

b e n e f i t .

I wis h to refer to my call in P a r l i a m e n t  ea r l i e r  this year for 

the i n c l u s i o n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the e xt ra  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  

groups in the d e c i s i o n  m ak i n g  p r o c e s s  at the h i g h e s t  level 

and in this c o nt ex t I fully s u pp or t the need  to c o n s t i t u t e  an 

i n t e r i m  G o v e r n m e n t  c o m p r i s i n g  of the v a r i o u s  gr o up s p a r t i c i 

pa ti ng in this C on v e n t i o n .
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I urge all other p o l i t i c a l  groups not to b ec o m e  pr is o n e r s  

of history, to u n s h a c k l e  t he m s e l v e s  from the r h e t o r i c  of 

the past and to join ha nds in a spi rit  of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  

to build a new nation. The i m p e r a t i v e s  of h i s t o r y  demand 

suppor t for the goals of this C o n v e n t i o n  c o m m i t t e d  to p ri ma ry  

ethica l c o n c e p t s  of freedom, e q u a l i t y  and justice.

Ge t t i n g  rid of the a p a r t h e i d  s t r u c t u r e s  is easy; r e p l a c i n g  

it with a sta bl e d e m o c r a c y  is much  more d i f f i c u l t  and c h a l l e n g i n g .  

E n s u r i n g  d e m o c r a c y  may be far more d i f f i c u l t  than n e g o t i a t i n g  

a new p o l i t i c a l  order. R is i n g  e x p e c t a c t i o n s  have  to be sc ale d 

down to r e a l i s t i c  terms. D e m o c r a c y  w i l l  be t h r e a t e n e d  if it 

fails to pr od uc e a d r a m a t i c  cha nge  in the m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

of the u n d e r p r i v i l e d g e d  s e ct or s of our po p u l a t i o n .  A p o s t 

a p a r t h e i d  G o v e r n m e n t  ne eds  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  ' p r o b a t i o n a r y  period' 

to settle in and a c h i e v e  s t a b i l i t y  as the new p o l i t i c a l  

order will be m a r k e d  by ma ny  p r e s s u r e s  and d e m a n d s  fr om  all 

groups. Any newly el e c t e d  G o v e r n m e n t  ta ki ng  o ff i c e  n ee ds time 

to deve lo p a d e m o c r a t i c  c u l t u r e  to p e r m e a t e  ev ery s p e c t r u m  

of society.

I ple dge  my p e r s o n a l  s up po rt  and c o o p e r a t i o n  and that of my 

party, S ol id ar it y,  to h o n o u r  our c o m m i t m e n t  for a s u c c e s s f u l  

c o n c l u s i o n  of this C o n v e n t i o n ' s  task to e s t a b l i s h  the g r o u n d 

wo r k for a d e m o c r a t i c  So uth  Africa. The f o r m a t i o n  of C O D E S A  

is in itself a un iq ue  e xp e ri en ce . An a g r e e m e n t  has to be 

n e g o t i a t e d  and e n t e r e d  into b e t w e e n  C O D E S A  and the G o v e r n m e n t  

to t r a n s l a t e  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y  and a p p r o p r i a t e  the d e c i s i o n s
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of CO D E S A  into law eit he r by the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of new 

l e g i s l a t i o n  or by the a m e n d m e n t  of e x i s t i n g  ones by 

P a r l i a m e n t  to f a c i l i t a t e  the pro ce ss  of C o n s t i t u t i o n  ma ki ng  

for a new So uth Africa.

The gr ea te st  c h a l l e n g e  u l t i m a t e l y  is not w h e t h e r  we produ ce  

the pe rf ect  C o n s t i t u t i o n  but the will and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to 

honour, to prot ect  and to nu r t u r e  the t r a d i t i o n  and p r i n c i p l e s  

of de mo c r a c y  in a new S ou th  Africa. The w o r l d  is l i t t e r e d  wi th  

far too many m o n u m e n t s  to failed d e m o c r a c y  and we should 

t h e r e f o r e  re f r a i n  from r e p e a t i n g  such e x p e r i m e n t s .  To fail 

to act w i s e l y  now is only to en su re  h a v i n g  to act d e s p e r a t e l y  

later. This is the c h a l l e n g e  that fa ces us today. The future 

must be given a chance. My the good L o r d  grant all of us the 

humilit y,  the wisdom, the c ou ra ge  and the a b i l i t y  to rise to 

the c h a l l e n g e  fac in g our na t i o n  in a sp ir i t  of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .

T h a n k  you.

MR JUSTICE MAHOMED

Our next speaker is s u p p o s e d  to be Mr C hr is  Hani who has a 

r e p u t a t i o n  both for c l a s s i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  and m i l i t a r y  st rategy. 

But be fore we hear hi m we will take a tea ad jo ur n m e n t .

C O N V E N T I O N  A D J O U R N E D  FOR TEA.



C O N V E N T I O N  R E S U M E D

MR C HANI

SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY

The H o n o u r a b l e  Ch ief  Justic e, e s t e e m e d  C h a i r p e r s o n s ,  e s t e em ed  

Fo r e i g n  D i g n a t o r i e s ,  co mra de s,  lad ie s and ge nt le m en .

The South A f r i c a n  C o m m u n i s t  P ar ty  en te rs  the C o n v e n t i o n  for a 

D e m o c r a t i c  South A f r i c a  wi t h a total c o m m i t m e n t  to e n s u r i n g  that 

the pr o ces s su c ce ed s.  The o p p r e s s e d  and w o r k i n g  pe o pl e long for 

peace. They long for an end to v io le nc e.  They long for th eir

f r ee do m that has long been denied.

The South A f r i c a n  C o m m u n i s t  Party, in a l l i a n c e  wi th  the ANC and 

CO S A T U  has g ra spe d the first o p p o r t u n i t y  that has a ri s e n  - as a 

result of our s t r u g g l e s  - to secure a negotiated s e t t l e m e n t  of the 

ap a rt h e i d  co nfl ic t.  The C O D E S A  p r oc es s is a v ic to ry  for our 

people. We b e l i e v e  that it is our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as a v a n g u a r d  

o r g a n i s a t i o n  of the w o r k i n g  class, t o g e t h e r  wit h our allies, to 

pursue this p r oc es s wi t h the ut mo s t vigour.

But we need to m a k e  clear that we are not m e s m e r i s e d  by the word  

"process". We want  it to s uc cee d and get on tr ac k and r em a i n  on 

track. But that is n o t o u r  only p r e o c c u p a t i o n .  We are in this 

proce ss  be ca use  we wa nt  it to lead to a d e m o c r a t i c  result. We are
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in this pro ces s b e c a u s e  there are a m a j o r i t y  of S ou th A fr i c a n s  

who do not have a say in the rules g o v e r n i n g  their own lives. We 

are in this pr oc ess  b ec au s e there are m i l l i o n s  of South A f r i c a n s  

who need a new G o v e r n m e n t  that will l is t e n  to their needs.

We want this p r o c e s s  to s u cc ee d  b e c a u s e  w i t h o u t  a new C o n s t i t u t i o n  

there can be no peace. P e ac e must  be ba sed  on a se cur e fo undation; 

on a last ing  C o n s t i t u t i o n  e n j oy in g o v e r w h e l m i n g  s up po r t of the 

m a j o r i t y  of our people.

Such a new Constitution, must also p r o v i d e  the f r a m e w o r k  wi t h i n  

w h i c h  this s o c ie ty  can be t r a n s f o r m e d  fr om  a p a r a d i s e  for a small 

m i n o r i t y  and mi s e r y  for most  others, to one w h e re  all enjoy peace 

and social j us tic e.

The se  are our broad goals, but how  do we pr o c e e d  from he re? We 

believe, with the ANC, that it is e s s e n t i a l  that this m ee t i n g  

e me rg es  with d e c i s i o n s  that are e n f o r c e a b l e ,  that we are all 

bound by these d e c i si on s.

Wi t h o u t  w an ti ng  to be un du ly  p r o v o c a t i v e ,  it must be cl ear to all 

with  open m in ds that no r e a s o n a b l e  p e r s o n  can j u s t i f y  a G o v e r n m e n t  

elected by 5% of So uth  A f r i c a ' s  adult p o p u l a t i o n ,  h o l d i n g  a veto 

over the d ec i s i o n s  of these pr oc e e d i n g s .

All d e c i s i o n s  c ar ri ed  t hr ou gh  a p ro c e s s  of s u f f i c i e n t  c o n s e n s u s  

must be imp le me n te d.



But what are the d e c i s i o n s  that we wo uld  like to see emerge from

CODESA One? In the first place, we in the S o ut h A f r i c a n  C o m m u n i s t  

Party re ite ra te  our be l ie f that it is not p o s s i b l e  to pursue the 

process of n e g o t i a t i o n s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u nl e s s  a cl i m a t e  of free 

political a ct iv i t y  exists. This d e m a n d s  the i m m e d i a t e  and u n c o n 

ditional r el eas e of all p o l i t i c a l  pri so ne r s,  r e tu r n  of exiles, 

repeal of all r e p r e s s i v e  l eg is l a t i o n ,  an end to the vi ol e n c e  and 

freedom of all to p ur s u e  their p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  wi th ou t 

h a r a s s m e n t .

We are e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  at this time wi t h the f ai lur e of the 

G o v e r n m e n t  to i m p l e m e n t  its u n d e r t a k i n g  un der the Gro ote  Schuur 

and P r e to ri a M i n u t e s  by c o n t i n u i n g  to hol d as p ri son er s, i n c l u d i n g  

on death row, p eo p l e  who are being p u n i s h e d  b e c a u s e  of their 

actio ns  a ga ins t ap a r t h e i d .

We insist that these pe op le  be r e l e a s e d  — not after furth er  rep 

r e s e n t a t i o n  or c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by some or ot her i n t r i c a t e  b u r e a u 

cratic proc es s or the p r e s e n t a t i o n  of new facts. We demand that 

these people be r e l e a s e d  now. The G o v e r n m e n t  can do this w i t h o u t  

any further f o r m a l i t i e s .  We are say in g that they must be free to 

spend their first C h r i s t m a s  for many, many years, wi t h their 

f a m i l i e s .

When we call for free p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  we do so in the c on t ex t 

of a clim at e of v i o l e n c e  that we k n o w  has p e r s i s t e d  for many 

years, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in Natal, the T r a n s v a a l  and the W e s t e r n  Cape.


