
BASIC SUBSISTENCE FACILITIES:
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DRINKING WATER, HOUSING, 
SANITATION

Basic subsistence facilities are key determinants of the health status of a population. However, the 
World Health Organisation’s global target of universal access to safe water and sanitation by the year 
2000 will be difficult to achieve.®)

In the Republic of South Africa key performance areas have been identified and realistic targets have 
been set for the year 2000. To enable the monitoring of th«se.key performance areas the evaluation of 
basic subsistence facilities in rural areas of the Republic of South Africa (excluding self-governing terri­
tories) commenced in January 1991 under the supervision of the Directorate: Public Hygiene of. the 
Department of National Health and Population DgyeloptnenL. These evaluations will be undertaken on 
a continual basis arid'up3Sfi3Tesutts published regularly. As more detailed information is received the 
results of the first evaluation may need to be adjusted.
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The evaluation covered 1 100 farms representing 1.6% of the total number of farms in the areas Sur­
veyed. Of the population living in these areas 3 5412 persons (0.7%) were included in the survey.

The basic subsistence facilities to be monitored are:

Housing

Drinking Water 
Sanitation

Storm water drainage 
Domestic hanUlitiu of food

Structure
Overcrowding

Latrine facilities 
Refuse removal 
Effluent disposal

The target in the Republic of South Africa for the year 2000 is to ensure that 60% of the population has 
access to housing providing health protection, I.e. housing which is —

• structurally sound
• not overcrowded

Percentage of Rural Population Occupying Housing
Providing Health Protection 

Jan -  March 1991

« 25%
25% - 60% 
60% -  75%

Source: Basic Subsistence Facilities Indicators 
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During the January —  March 1991 evaluation It was found that only 32.5% of the rural population had 
housing of the required standard. Figure 65 gives the breakdown by health region.

1* Gtruvlurt? —  57.0% of tb* housing included in firnt rsv.ilimtion,<i) fourtd t© bo structurally 
adequate for health protection.
The main housing problems identified were:

Lighting 85%
Ventilation 82%
Floors 73%
Walls 60%
Roof 49%
Doors 44%

2. Sleeping space — The results of the first evaluation showed that 49.6% of the rural population 
was living in houses with adequate sleeping space for the number of occupants Table 1 illus­
trates the position in the seven health regions

Table 1: Occupancy of rural housing: Seven Health Regions Jan — March 1991 Evaluation

% OF POPULATION 
LIVING IN OVERCROWDED 
CONDITIONS

AVERAGE
OCCUPANCY
RATIO

Eastern Cape 64.3 121.1%
Northern Cape 57.6 109.0%
Western Cape 44.1 91.5%
Natal 43.2 67.0%
Orange Free State 47.1 968%
NoitJwn Tranaveu* 32.0 7R«%
Southern Transvaal SO.7 110.3%

Average Occupancy Ratio — This is a measure to determine the degree of overcrowding in a house.

100% or below — acceptable occupancy 
above 100% — overcrowded.

To calculate the occupancy ratio the number of persons per household bedroom is compared to a 
standard table of “acceptable number of persons’’ (children under 10 years are calculated as 0.5 per­
sons). For example, Prof. Edward Batson's Occupancy Standard (a standard room size is not speci­
fied in this table);

1 bedroom
2 bedrooms
3 bedrooms

2.5 persons or less
3.5 persons or less 
5.0 persons or less

Drinking Water
Adequate safe drinking water is defined as:

available within 100m (in rural areas) from th© point of U4» 
aOwquate according to demand, and

• of a quality found to be safe for health at the point of use.

The Republic of South Africa has set the target of safe water access to 60% of the population by the 
year 2000. At present 60.8% of the rural population in the seven health regions has access to ade­
quate safe drinking water.*1) Figure 66 illustrates the present position in the different health regions of 
the Republic of South Africa.

The main problems Identified in connection with drinking water were “distance from point of use" (70%) 
and “unsatisfactory water quality" (40%).®
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A) Percentage of Rural Population with Access to 
Adequate Safe Drinking Water

Jan -  March 1991

££S
25% -  50%
50% -  75% 
► 76%

Source: Basic Subsistence Faqabtes Indicators 
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Sanitation
1. Domestic Latrine Facilities

1 he targei set by the RepuDllc ot South Africa fur She year 2000 ia to ensure that 60% of the popu 
lation has access to effective domestic latrines which are —

* structurally and functionally fit for use,
* within 50m of the dwelling,
* with a ratio Of not more than 15 persons per facility in the case ot a water doset or chemical fa­

cility or with a ratio of not more than 8 persons per facility in the case of a pit or a bucket sys­
tem, and of which ' .

* the removal and disposal of waste was found to be nuisance free.

Percentage of Rural Population with 
Effective Latrine Facilities 

Jan - March 1991

< 26%
25% -  50%

Source: Sasic Subsistence Faculties Indicators 

Report 91/1 Figure 67
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The results of the first evaluation in (he seven health regions indicated that only 24% of the rural popu­
lation had access to adequate latrine facilities.!'! Figure 67 illustrates the position in the various regions.

2. Refuse Removal

The target set by the Republic of South Africa for the year 2000 is to ensure that 70% of the popu­
lation has effective refuse removal systems consisting of —

• access to an effective container,
• access to a container within 30m of the dwelling
•  a leivroval and disposal system found to be nuisance free.

During the January —  March 1991 rural evaluation ft was found that 34.8% of the population had ao- 
cess to an effective refuse removal system. Figure 68 Illustrates the breakdown by health region.

3. Effluent Disposal System

The target set by the Republic of South Africa for the year 2000 is to ensure that 70% of the population 
has effective effluent disposal systems, defined as effluent disposal which is nuisance free

Percentage of Rural Population with 
Effective Refuse Removal Systems 

Jan -  March 1991

25% 
2 3 2 5 %  - 50% 

50% -  75%

Source; Basic Subsistence Faciities Indicators 

Report 91/1 Rgure 68

During the January —  March 1991 rural evaluation It was found that 723 %  of the papulation had ac­
cess to effective effluent disposal systems.'11 Figure 69 illustrates the breakdown by health region



Percentage of Rural Population with 
Effective Effluent Disposal Systems

Jan -  March 1991

25% - SO* 
60% - 75% 
> 75%

Source: Basic Subsistence Facilities Indicators 
Report 91/1 Figure 69

Stormwater Drainage
The target tor the year 2000 set by the Republic of South Africa Is to ensure that stormwater will not 
cause a health risk to at least 70% ot the population.

It was found during the evaluation that 77.6% of rural housing in the seven health regions complied 
with these standards.11) Figure 70 illustrates the position in the various regions.

Percentage of Rural Population Occupying Housing
with Effective Storm W ater Drainage 

Jan -  March 1991

25% - 50% 
60% -  75% 
> 75%

Source. Basic Subsistence Facilities Indicators 

Report 91/1 figure 70



Domestic Handling of Food
The target set by the Republic of South Africa for the year 2000 is to ensure that 70% of the population 
is educated regarding tho hygienic handling of rlnmesHc food.

The results of the January — March 1991 rural evaluation found that 65.8% of the population had ac­
cess to hygienically handled domestic food.d)

Figure 71 gives a breakdown by health region.

Percentage of Rural Population with Access to 
Hygienically Handled Domestic Food 

Jan -  March 1991

60% -  75% 
» 75%

Souics: Basic SubsBteroe Fadlitias IndcaJofS 

Report 01/1
Figure 71
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Lebowa.

University of the North. A Rural Development Strategy for Lebowa.

Van Dyk E. A Strategy for the Development of the Small Business Sector: 
The Case of Lebowa.



CONTACT PEOPLE 

COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS AND NGO'S.

Elim Care Groups. Mokgadi Tlakula. Tel: (01526) 23151 x242 or 221.

Get Ahead Foundation. Jenny Williams, Public Relations Officer. Tel: (012) 
3422179.

IDASA. Ivor Jenkins, Tel (012) 342-1477. (Contact person list for Regions F 
and G).

IDT. Malcolm Whyte. Tel: (0152) 309-3603; (011) 482-2180.

Medicin Sans Frontiers. M Kassa. Tel: ?

Operation Hunger. J Rissik. Tel: ?

Palabora Foundation. G Goetzee. Tel: (011) 883-3860.

Pietersburg Hawkers. Laurie Searle. Tel: (01521)932010.

RDF. Brian Molefe, -  Chair. Tel: (01521)71555.

Rivoni Society for the Blind (National Council for the Blind). B Mathebula. Tel: 
(01526) 63207.

Rural Advice Centre. John Fellows. Tel: (011) 337-6170.

Rural Development. R Ratshitanga. Tel: (0159) 21071 x2148.

Rural Finance Facility. Chris Hbck, Director. Tel: (011)337-6208/9. Fax: (011) 
337-8966.

Rural Foundation. S Bossert. Tel: (0142)97-1641.

Small Enterprise Foundation. Tzaneen. John de Wit. Tel: (0152) 307-5837.

Southern African National Civics Association:

Trudy Thomas. Head of Department of Health, National General Council.

Nuntu Dlangamandla. Head of Department of Social Welfare and Pensions, 
National General Council.

K P Sekonya (Chairman: Northern Transvaal). Tel (0156) 35276.

M Ndlangemandla/T Kubeka. Fax: 0020 ask for Mpuluzi 90.

Venda Farmer's Union. Maswanganyi. Tel: (0159)22166.

Wilgespruit Fellowship Centre (People's Agricultural Development): Pandalani ('Nef') 
Nefolovhodwe. Tel: (011) 786-1310.

Wits Rural Facility. Prof. Gear. Tel: ?



World Vision. KD Sebe. Tel: (01521) 913128.

World Vision. Martyn Foot (011) 674-2043

CREDIT:

Agricultural Credit Board.

Directorate of agricultural financial assistance, Department of Agriculture.

Eastern Transvaal Group Credit Company. Hayden Motaung. Tel: (01316) 940- 
243.

KDC. Des Fortier. Tel: (01316) 940-223 (Divisional Manager Housing).

NASASA. Andrew Lukhele. Tel: (011) 298-172/4.

SA Land Bank.

Transvaal Credit Union. Dan Ncube. Tel: (011) 615-5285 (Regions G, F, Z, H).

EDUCATION 

Formal

Gazankulu Education. Mr SDC Vukela, Director General. Tel: (01526) 21911

Lebowa Education. Dr S S Rabothata, Chief Director. Tel: (0156) 37153

Venda. Dept, of Education. E Maimela. Tel: (0159)31001 
S Dzumba. Tel: (0159)21847.

Non-formal

Gazankulu Training Trust. MrGLarken. Tel: (01523) 630060.

Environmental

Prof Ed Dept. Rhodes. Prof. Pat Irwin. Tel: (0461) 22023; Eurita Janse van 
Rensburg.

Literacy and A.B.E

NED. Jenny Nser. Director -  Curriculum Development. Tel: (012)3484003 
Zenex Foundation. Eddy French. Tel: (011)7165238

Technology

NED. Rod Sherwood, Curriculum Development. Tel: (0331) 942351.
PROTEC. David Kramer, Director. Tel: 7887209.



EMPLOYMENT/MANPOWER:

Gazankulu Department of Chief Minister. M rJAckron. Tel: (01526)23571

Human Sciences Research Council. Dr S van der Walt. Tel: (01526) 2169

KaNgwane Economic Development Corporation. Mrs E Bezuidenhout. Tel- (01316) 
940223 '

Venda Manpower. Mr G Ravele, Tel: (0159) 31258.

Manstrat. Jantus van der Linde. Tel: (012)998-8815.

Northern Transvaal Development Forum. Mr Mark Wegerif.

ENERGY:

Chief Directorate : Energy (Department of Mineral and Energy Affairs), Energy for 
Development Directorate. Dr I Kotze. Tel: (012)348-9564/7, Fax (012) 348-9676 
(Satellite photos, contracted out studies).

CSIR-Atmospheric Impact Management. Dr Petro Terblanche Tel: (012) 841-2893

Energy for Development Research Centre, Energy Research Institute, UCT 
Dr Anton Eberhardt, Tel (021) 650-2832, Fax (021) 650-2830.

Eskom -  Pretoria distributor.
a) North Western Transvaal -  Pretoria (012) 47-1100
b) North Eastern Transvaal -  Nelspruit (01311) 52001
c) Eastern Transvaal -  Witbank (0135) 67-9111

Gazankulu Department of Works. Tel: (01526)21972

Institute for National Resources, UN (Pietermaritzburg). (Woodlots, etc).

KwaNdebele Department of Works. Tel: (01215)2311 

Lebowa Department of Works. Tel: (0156) 25185 

Region G contact persons list. DBSA.

Venda Electricity Corporation.

GOVERNMENTAL POVERTY PROGRAMMES

Agriven. T Naledzani. Tel: (0159)21141-5.

Gazankulu. Johan Ackron. Tel: (0156) 23571. Pensions, Regional Profiles & 
Demographics.

LAC. Mr Johan Adendorff . Tel: (H) (0156) 43456. (W) (0156) 35521; Mr Louis 
Boshoff or Dave Carnelly.

Venda. Dept of Agriculture. N D Nthakeni, Tel: (0159)31929 
Matukane. Tel: (0156)23363.



HEALTH:

Dept, of Health. Mrs J Grundelingh. Tel: (012) 325-5100.
Dr HGV Kllstner. Tel: (012)325-5100.

Gazankulu. Development Data Statistics. Mr. C Barnard. Tel: (01526) 632571.

Gazankulu. Drought Data (Water, Health). Mr H Potgieter Tel: (01521) 914918.

Gazankulu. Ernest Malumbele. Tel: (01526)23131 x222.

Gazankulu Health. Dr Robert. Director General. Tel: (01526) 23151.

HSRC. Mrs G du Plessis. Tel: (012)202-9111.
Prof W P Mostert. Tel: (012) 202-2214.
Dr JPH Rossouw. Tel: (012)202-9111.

HSRC. Heston Philips. Tel: (012)202-2340.

HSRC. Charles Sheppard. Tel: (012) 202-2535.

LDC, GDC, VNDC.

Lebowa. Dept, of Health. Mrs S Mpai. Tel: (0156) 37100 x13.

NNSDP. Dr N Crisp. Regional Director. Tel: (01521) 952945.

PDP. Mr J Ferreira. Tel: (012)320-1080.

Pensions. DBSA Development Info.

Venda Dept, of Health. Dr J P McCutcheon. Tel: (0159) 22273 
Dr Mariba. (0159)32496.

TRANSPORT.

Department of Transport. Tel: (012)290-9111. Subsidies.

Local Road Transportation Board: Pretoria (012) 290-2208
Johannesburg (011) 402-400 (for list of bus 
operators and registered taxis).

Southern African Bus Operators Association, Prof J Walters. Tel: (011) 787-5898.

Transnet -  Pretoria Regional Managers Office -  Public Relations Department. Tel: 
(012) 315-2614.

Venda Statistical Office. Tel: (0159) 22991
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